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INTRODUCTION

1  GLOBAL INSTRUMENTS

1.1.1 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

1.1.2 Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 Relating to the Conservation and Management of 
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks

1.1.3 Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and Management 
Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas

1.1.4 Geneva Conventions on the Law of the Sea

2 REGIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS

2.1 Agreements concerning Straddling Fish Stocks and High Seas Fish Stocks

Antarctica

2.1.1 Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources

Atlantic and Contiguous Seas

2.1.2 Agreement for the Establishment of a General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean

2.1.3 Convention on Future Multilateral Co-Operation in the North-West Atlantic Fisheries

2.1.4 Convention on Future Multilateral Cooperation in North-East Atlantic Fisheries

2.1.5 Agreement concerning Certain Aspects of Cooperation in the Area of Fisheries

2.1.6 Convention on the Conservation and Management of Fishery Resources in the South East 
Atlantic Ocean

Indian Ocean

2.1.7 South Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement 

Pacific Ocean and Contiguous Seas

2.1.8 Convention on the Conservation and Management of Pollock Resources Central Bering Sea

2.1.9 Framework Agreement for the Conservation of Living Marine Resources on the High Seas of 
the South Pacific

2.2 Agreements concerning Highly Migratory Fish Stocks

2.2.1 Convention for the Establishment of an Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission

2.2.2 International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas

2.2.3 Agreement for the Establishment of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission

2.2.4 Convention for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna

2.2.5 Convention for the Strengthening of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (the 
“Antigua Convention”)

2.2.6 Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the 
Western and Central Pacific Ocean

2.3 Agreements concerning Anadromous Stocks

2.3.1 Convention for the Conservation of Salmon in the North Atlantic Ocean



2.3.2 Convention for the Conservation of Anadromous Stocks in the North Pacific Ocean

2.4 Agreements concerning Shared Fish Stocks

Atlantic and Contiguous Seas

2.4.1 Agreement on reciprocal access to fishing in the Skagerrak and the Kattegat

2.4.2 Convention Concerning the Regional Development of Fisheries in the Gulf of Guinea

2.4.3 Convention for the Establishment of a Sub-Regional Commission on Fisheries

2.4.4 Convention on Subregional Cooperation in the Exercise of Maritime Hot Pursuit

2.4.5 Convention regarding the Determination of Conditions of Access to and Exploitation of
Fisheries Resources off the Coasts of the Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission Member 
States

2.4.6 North East Atlantic Coastal State Arrangements

Pacific Ocean

2.4.7 Nauru Agreement Concerning Cooperation in the Management of Fisheries of Common 
Interest 

2.4.8 Treaty on Fisheries between the Governments of Certain Pacific Island States and the 
Government of the United States of America

2.4.9 Convention for the Prohibition of Fishing with Long Driftnets in the South Pacific

2.4.10 Arrangement for the Management of the Western Pacific Purse Seine Fishery

2.4.11 Niue Treaty on Cooperation in Fisheries Surveillance and Law Enforcement in the South 
Pacific Region

2.4.12 Federated States of Micronesia Arrangement for Regional Fisheries Access

2.5 Other Agreements

2.5.1 Treaty concerning the Archipelago of Spitzbergen

3  FISHERIES ADVISORY AND TECHNICAL AGREEMENTS

3.1  Global Fisheries Advisory and Technical Agreements

3.1.1 Constitution of the Food and Agriculture Organization

3.1.2 Agreement to Constitute the International Centre for Living Aquatic Resources Management 
as an International Organization

3.2  Regional Fisheries Advisory and Technical Agreements

Africa

3.2.1 Convention on Fisheries Cooperation Among African States Bordering the Atlantic Ocean

3.2.2 Southern African Development Community Treaty, Protocol on Fisheries

3.2.3 Benguela Large Marine Ecosystem Programme Agreement

Asia Pacific and Indian Ocean

3.2.4 Agreement for the Establishment of the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission

3.2.5 Agreement establishing the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Centre

3.2.6 Agreement for the Establishment of the Regional Commission for Fisheries

3.2.7 Agreement on the Institutionalization of the Bay of Bengal Programme and an Inter-
Governmental Organization 

Latin America and Caribbean

3.2.8 Agreement Instituting the Latin American Organization for Fisheries Development



3.2.9 Agreement establishing the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism

Pacific

3.2.10 South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency Convention

3.2.11 Agreement on the Organization of the Permanent Commission of the Conference on the 
Use and Conservation of the Marine Resources of the South Pacific

3.3 Fisheries Trade and Marketing Agreements

3.3.1 Agreement for the Establishment of the Intergovernmental Organization for Marketing 
Information and Technical Advisory Services for Fishery Products in the Asia and Pacific 
Region

3.3.2 Agreement for the Establishment of the Intergovernmental Organization for Marketing 
Information and Cooperation Services for Fishery Products in Africa

3.3.3 Constitution of the Centre for Marketing Information and Advisory Services for Fishery 
Products in the Arab Region

3.3.4 Constitution of the Centre for Marketing Information and Advisory Services for Fishery 
Products in Latin America and the Caribbean

3.3.5 Agreement for the Establishment of the International Organization for the Development of 
Fisheries in Eastern and Central Europe

4  AGREEMENTS ON THE CONDUCT OF FISHING OPERATIONS

4.1 Fishing operations

4.1.1 Convention on Conduct of Fishing Operations in the North Atlantic

4.2 Labour and welfare

4.2.1 ILO Convention on Work in Fishing

4.2.2 Other ILO Conventions 

4.2.2.1 ILO Convention concerning Fishermen’s Articles of Agreement

4.2.2.2 ILO Convention concerning the Medical Examination of Fishermen

4.2.2.3 ILO Convention concerning Accommodation on Board Fishing Vessels

4.2.2.4 ILO Convention concerning Fishermen’s Certificates of Competency

4.3 Maritime Safety

4.3.1 International Convention for the Safety of Fishing Vessels

4.3.2 International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Fishing Vessel Personnel (STCW-F)

4.3.3 Other IMO Conventions

5  AGREEMENTS ON MARINE MAMMALS AND MARINE BIODIVERSITY

5.1 Agreements for the Management of Marine Mammal Exploitation

5.1.1 International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling

5.1.2 Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals

5.1.3 Agreement on Cooperation in Research, Conservation and Management in the North 
Atlantic 

5.2 Agreements for the Preservation of Marine Mammals

5.2.1 Agreement for the Conservation of Seals in the Wadden Sea

5.2.2 Agreement for the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas

5.2.3 Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and 



Contiguous Atlantic Area

5.2.4 Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program

5.2.5 Agreement concerning the Creation of a Marine Mammal Sanctuary in the Mediterranean

5.3 Agreements for the Preservation of Other Marine Biodiversity

5.3.1 Inter-American Convention for the Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles

5.3.2 Cooperative Agreement for the Conservation of Sea Turtles of the Caribbean Coast of Costa 
Rica, Nicaragua and Panama

5.3.3 Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels

6  OTHER AGREEMENTS

6.1 Regional Seas Agreements

6.1.1 Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution

6.1.2 Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Environment

6.1.3 Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic

6.1.4 Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region

6.1.5 Other Regional Seas agreements

6.2 General Environmental Agreements

6.2.1 Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals

6.2.2 Convention on Biological Diversity

6.2.3 International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and 
Sediments

6.2.4 Other environmental agreements

6.3 Marine Science Organization Agreements

6.3.1 CIESM Agreement

6.3.2 Convention for the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea

6.3.3 Convention for a North Pacific Marine Science Organization

6.4 International Trade Agreements

6.4.1 World Trade Organization Agreements

6.4.2 Convention for International Trade in Endangered Species

7  SELECTED AGREEMENTS NO LONGER IN EFFECT

7.1 Fisheries Agreements

7.1.1 Convention for the Regulation of the Policing of the North Sea Fisheries

7.1.2 Convention for the Regulation of the Meshes of Fishing Nets and the Size Limits of Fish

7.1.3 International Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 

7.1.4 Agreement Concerning Measures for the Protection of the Stocks of Deep-Sea Prawns, 
European Lobsters, Norway Lobsters and Crabs

7.1.5 International Convention for the High Seas Fisheries of the North Pacific Ocean 

7.1.6 North East Atlantic Fisheries Convention

7.1.7 Convention Concerning Fishing in the Black Sea

7.1.8 Agreement concerning the Protection of the Salmon Population in the Baltic Sea



7.1.9 Agreement Concerning Cooperation in Marine Fishing 

7.1.10 European Fisheries Convention

7.1.11 Convention on the Conservation of the Living Resources of the Southeast Atlantic

7.1.12 Arrangement relating to Fisheries in Waters surrounding the Faroe Islands

7.1.13 Convention on Fishing and Conservation of the Living Resources in the Baltic Sea and Belts

7.1.14 Agreement on the Regulation of the Fishing of North-East Arctic (Arcto-Norwegian) Cod

7.1.15 Eastern Pacific Ocean Tuna Fishing Agreement

7.1.16 Agreement concerning Capelin Stocks in the Waters between Greenland, Iceland and Jan 
Mayen

7.1.17 Agreement Creating the Eastern Pacific Tuna Fishing Organization

7.1.18 Agreement establishing Common Fisheries Surveillance Zones of Participating Member 
States of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States

7.1.19 Caribbean Community Agreement on Cooperation in the Development and Management of 
the Living Resources of the Exclusive Economic Zone

7.1.20 Western Indian Ocean Tuna Organization Convention

7.2 Marine Mammal Agreements

7.2.1 Convention respecting Measures for the Preservation and Protection of the Fur Seals in the 
North Pacific Ocean

7.2.2 Convention for the Regulation of Whaling

7.2.3 International Agreement for the Regulation of Whaling

7.2.4 Regulations for Maritime Hunting Operations in the Waters of the South Pacific

7.2.5 Interim Convention on Conservation of North Pacific Fur Seals 

7.2.6 Arrangements for the Regulation of Antarctic Pelagic Whaling

7.2.7 Agreement on the Regulation of North Pacific Whaling

8 NON-BINDING INSTRUMENTS

8.1 Global Instruments

8.1.1 United Nations Driftnet Resolutions

8.1.2 UNCED Agenda 21 and Declaration of Principles

8.1.3 FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries

8.1.4 International Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity

8.1.5 International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks

8.1.6 International Plan of Action for reducing Incidental Catch of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries

8.1.7 International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing

8.1.8 World Summit on Sustainable Development. Plan of Implementation and Declaration

8.1.9 Other Voluntary Instruments

8.2 Regional Instruments

8.2.1 La Jolla Agreement and Panama Declaration on the Reduction of Dolphin Mortality in the 
Eastern Pacific Ocean

8.2.2 Memorandum of Understanding Concerning Conservation Measures for Marine Turtles of 
the Atlantic Coast of Africa



8.2.3 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on the Conservation and Management of Marine 
Turtles and their Habitats of the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia

8.2.4 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Conservation of Cetaceans and their Habitats 
in the Pacific Islands Region

8.2.5 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Conservation of Monk Seals in the Eastern 
Mediterranean

8.2.6 Other Voluntary Instruments

8.3 International Labour Standards

8.3.1 ILO Recommendation on Work in Fishing

8.3.2 ILO Other (Vocational Training (Fishermen) Recommendation, Hours of Work (Fishing) 
Recommendation) 


